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AMENDMENT/SUBMISSION UNDER 37 CFR §1,114 and 
REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF TIME 

Box RCE 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Washington, DC 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Applicants hereby request a one-month extension of time for filing this paper in response to the 
Office Action (paper #5) mailed on December 3, 2002, thereby extending the due date for response to 
April 3, 2003. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge the corresponding fee of $850.00 to 
Deposit Account No. 03-1800. Applicants are also amending the application to include two new 
independent claims in addition to the three existing independent claims which brings the total number of 
pending claims to 22. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to also charge the corresponding fee of 
$ 1 68.00 to Deposit Account No, 03-1 800. Applicants believe no other fees are due as a result of filing 
this paper. However, the Commissioner is authorized to charge any deficiency or credit any 
overpayment associated with this paper to Deposit Account No. 03-1800. 

Id response to the Final Office Action mailed on December 3, 2002, please amend the above- 
identified application as follows and consider the remarks set forth below. 
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Request 

FOR 

Continued Examination (RCE) 
TRANSMITTAL 

Subsection (b) of 35 U.S.C. § 132. effective on May 29, 2000. 
provides for continued examination of an Utility or plant 
application filed on or after June a, 1996. 
See The American Inventors Protection Act of 19°9 (AIPA). 
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Flung Date 

9>1B/1999 APT 

Examiner Name 

Hien Thi Tran (J F 1 

First Named inventor 

Ivanoscu 

Group An Unit 

1764 

Attorney Docket Number 

93-129 V 


This is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .1 14 of the above-identified application, 
NOTE- 37 C.FM§ 1.114 is effective on May 29, 2000. if the above-identified application was fifed pnor to May 29, 
2000, applicant may wish to consider Mng a continued prosecution application (CPA) under 3? C.F.R. § 1.53 (d) 
(PTO/SB/29) instead of a RCE to be eligible forth© patent term adjustment provisions of the Al PA. Seo Changes to 
Application Examination and Provisional Application Practice, Interim Rule, 65 Fed. Reg. 14865 (Mar. 20, ZQQQ), 1233 Off. 

Gaz Pat. Office 47 (Apr- 1 1 . 2000), Which established RCE practice. 


[ Submission required under 37 CJ.R. § t.114 


] 


Previously submitted 

□ Consider the amendment(s)/riepry under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 16 previously filed on . 
[Any unentered amendrniant(:S) referred to above will bo entered). 

ii, □ Consider the arguments In the Appeal Brief or Reply Brief previously filed on _ 
in. □ Other 

Enclosed 
i. [x] Amendment/Reply 
i, □ Affidavit(s)/DecKir«tion(s) 

iii, □ information Disclosure Statement (IDS) 

iv, □ Other ._ 
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3. 


[ Miscellaneous ) 

a □ Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested undar 37 C.F.R. § 1 .1 03(c) for 

a period of „ months, (period of suspension snail not exceed 3 months; Fee under 37 Cf.n. § l.l7£i) required) 

p. □ O ther 

[ Fw | The ACE fee under 37 C.F.fi. § 1 1 7(e) is required by 37 C F R § 1.1 14 wnen the RCE ia filed. 

a. The Director it hereby authorized to charge the following few, or credit any overpayments, to 
Deposit Account Nn .u3-1B00 


ii, 
iti. 

b-D 


S RCE fee required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(e) 

^ Extension of time foe (37 C.F.R. §§ Lisa snd i .17) 

^ Other Extra inde fwirtant rlaims under 37 C.F.R. 31 .16(b) 

Check In the amount of $ enclosed 

Payment by credit card (Form PTO-203B enclosed) 
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Nwne (Print /Type) 


\ ^SignaturQ 


Thej^sa M. Good ^ /] 
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Burden Hour Statement: TWs form is estimated to take 0.2 hours to oomptete. Time wil vary depending upon fhe needs of the inowAMl case Any 
comments on tho amount of time you are required to complete thic form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U S. Patent and Trademark 
Office. Washington, DC 20231 . [>0 NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND Fees and Completed Forms to the 
following address: Commissioner ior Patents. Box RCE, Washington, DC 20231. 
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